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ABOUT THE PRODUCER 

Founded in 1955, The Madras Players is the oldest English theatre Company in India. 
Having performed the works of playwrights from India and abroad, the group has about 
300 productions to its credit.  Madras Players have been among the pioneers in 
showcasing Indian writing on stage, in translation, adaptation or original. Starting with 
the plays of Badal Sircar, Mohan Rakesh, Vijay Tendulkar and Girish Karnad in the 
70’s, we have gone on to celebrate the works of several prominent South based 
writers…Kalki Krishnamurthi, R.K. Narayan, Indira Parthasarathi,  Sivasankari, Komal 
Swaminathan,  R. Chudamani among others.  

It is in keeping with this spirit of new discovery that The Madras Players offer their 
latest production, ‘TRINITY’. It is based on the sensitive stories of Seetha Ravi 
(published in Kalki) on Carnatic music’s legendary composers, Saint Thyagaraja, 
Muthuswami Dikshitar and Shyama Sastri. Translated by Prabha Sridevan from the 
Tamil (in The Hindu), these stories are woven into one seamless fabric, dramatized 
and directed by P.C.Ramakrishna 

By a wonderful coincidence, not only were all three born the temple town of Tiruvarur 
in the mid-18th Century, but lived AT THE SAME TIME in and around Thanjavur, 
giving magnificent compositions to the world. 

WHAT MAKES TRINITY UNIQUE? 

It is for the first ever time that “Live” Carnatic music is being amalgamated into an 
English theatre production in India, with prominent concert singers taking on the 
different roles. Vijay Siva, Gayathri Venkataraghavan and Dr. Sunder lead the galaxy 
of singers and actors in the play. The characters themselves sing, making the entire 
presentation very different to what our audiences have seen.  

‘TRINITY’ is ultimately a reverential tribute to the Tiruvarur-Three. It is also ‘The 
Madras Players’ way of celebrating our great culture and tradition, and the genius of 
these 3 legends that has filled the universe with musical gems of “the purest ray 
serene” 
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TRINITY……...the Synopsis 

 

 

PARIMALA RANGANATHAR 

Muthuswami Dikshitar travels from one holy Kshetra to another with his disciples, 
composing memorable keerthanais on the temple, deity and legend of the place. The 
scene begins in Mayuram, where he has just composed “Mayuranatham Anisham ” in 
praise of the Lord there. He then travels to Parimala Ranganathar temple in Indalur, 
where he composes 2 Krithis in Hamir Kalyani Raga, with the same pallavi but different 
charanams.  What makes him do it is the focus of the story. 

Vijay Siva is Muthuswami Dikshitar. 

 

SHYAMA KRISHNAN 

Lalitha, wife of Shyama Sastri waits endlessly for her husband’s return home from the 
temple. In a conversation with her neighbor Dharmambal, the poignancy of her married 
life with Shyama Sastri is revealed. reveals the poignancy of her predicament. She 
ultimately merges with the “naadam” of his Tambura , singing the great Yadukula 
Kambhoji Swarajathi of her husband. Does he come home..? The story provides the 
answer 

Gayathri Venkataraghavan is Lalitha 
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KEERTHI VILAASAM 

Thyagaraja is preparing for the wedding of his daughter Seethamma, who plies him 
with a multitude of questions on whether he actually saw Sri Rama, and, if so, why he 
continues to yearn for Him in every song. Thyagaraja has answers for her, and the 
scene ends with a revelation of why he uses his Mudra “Thyagaraja” in his 
compositions. Dr. S.Sunder is Thyagaraja 

 

AUTHOR…..TRANSLATOR… 

SEETHA RAVI 

Granddaughter of the great “Kalki” Krishnamurthi,  Seetha , an English literature 
graduate, went on to work in her family publication, Kalki, and rose to be its Editor. On 
the Tamil literary scene, she has earned praise as a sensitive writer. With a deeply felt 
empathy for women’s issues, she has also written a number of stories around music 
and musicians. Two volumes of short stories and a compilation of articles on temples 
are her published books. She has also composed lyrics for songs. 

PRABHA SRIDEVAN 

Justice (Retd.) Prabha Sridevan served as a judge of The Madras High Court from 
2000 to 2010 with great distinction.  A prolific writer, she pens regular columns for both 
English and Tamil newspapers on a range of social, legal and political issues. Selected 
stories from “Seeing In The Dark”, her published translation of  R. Chudamani’s short 
stories,  were produced as a play by The Madras Players, “Chudamani”, their longest 
running play at 2 years. Her second book of translations of  R. Chudamani’s stories 
has been recently released—“Echoes Of The Veena”. 

Her translation of Seetha Ravi’s 3 beautiful stories of our musical trinity is marked by 
fluidity and faithfulness to the ethos of 18th Century Thanjavur. 

 


